
 

  

MOUSE VS. ZUCCHINI: 
A LESSON ON PERSPECTIVE 

by Betsy Farrell-Messenger, IHE M.Ed. student 

PURPOSE 

To discover and think about the perspectives of other people and of 

nonhuman animals. 

GRADES 

2-7 

TIME  

30 minutes 

MATERIALS 

• "Mouse vs. Zucchini" video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgsEUDiU_64 

• sticky notes or other recycled paper; pencils 

 

SUBJECT AREAS 

Language Arts, Science and Social Studies/History 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

Forthcoming 
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PROCEDURE 

1. Show students the "perspective" sign. Ask them what they think 

perspective means. (a possible answer: looking from someone else’s 

viewpoint) 

 

2. Ask students to share examples of perspective, either from a book, or an 

experience. Is it sometimes hard to see someone else’s perspective? Why 

is that? 

 

3. Ask students: What do some people think or feel about mice?  When 

they're inside a home? Outside?  (some possible answers: dirty, gross, 

messy, smelly, pets, scary, annoying, cute, smart, cheese eaters, etc.) 

 

4. Have students write their responses on sticky notes and post them, so that 

everyone can see the responses. Discuss some of the responses. 

 

5. Ask students: Where do people learn some of these ideas about mice? 

(some possible responses: other people, TV, movies, etc.)  

 

PREPARATION 

1. Create a bold sign with the word "Perspective" written on it. 

2. Have picture books or other appropriate examples to share that offer 

examples of different perspectives. 
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6. Explain to students that they are going to watch a video; ask them to 

watch very closely. (You may want to have them watch the "Mouse vs. 

Zucchini" video a few times.) 

 

7. After showing the video, ask the group: What did you see and/or think 

about the mouse? The responses can be verbal, but encourage students to 

write their responses on sticky notes and post them next to the previous 

responses. (Some possible responses might include: clever, timid, didn’t 

give up, brave, curious, clean, etc.) 

 

8. Encourage the group to look at their list of how some people may feel 

about mice, compare it with their new responses, and discuss what they 

notice. Comparing the two sets of responses can potentially open up a 

larger discussion. 

 

9. Ask students: Why do you think this person videoed the mouse? How do 

you think they feel about this little mouse? About all living things? (One 

student’s actual response: “The mouse wants respect like humans. The 

people wanted the mouse to be treated fairly.”)  Have students write down 

their responses; ask volunteers to share, and lead a brief discussion. 

 

10. Lead a closing discussion exploring how we all have different 

perspectives and considering what would happen if we were to think more 

openly regarding other people, nonhuman animals, and the planet? How 

might that influence how we treat others and the earth? 

 

EXTENSIONS 

1. For younger students: Have students write and illustrate a short fictional 

story on what happens next. Is the mouse a hero with his friends, or does 

he keep that HUGE zucchini all to him or herself? 

 

2. For older students: Have students pick any household or personal care 

product. Have students read the packaging (most will say harmful if ...),  

and encourage them to think about how the company knows it’s harmful, 

leading to a discussion about animal testing. Then have students research 

their product to see if it was tested on a mouse, rabbit, or rat (or other 

nonhuman animal) and how (mice and rats are the most common animals 

used for conducting experiments). Students then can brainstorm solutions 

that could do more good and less harm for all, such as cruelty free 

products, homemade cleaning products, alternative testing methods, etc. 

Finally the students can create posters, a slide presentation, an 

advertisement jingle or other method for ‘selling’ their more humane 

solutions to product testing on animals. 

 


