
 

  

SELLING "BOY" AND 

"GIRL" 

by Ashley Miller 

PURPOSE 

Students use toy catalogs to explore gender stereotypes and consider non-

traditional gender roles. 

GRADES 

Pre-K-4 

TIME  

45-60 minutes 

MATERIALS 

• large poster board or large sheets of recycled paper, scissors, glue; 

• several toy catalogs (enough for one per student) 

SUBJECT AREAS 

Art, Language Arts, and Social Studies/History 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

Forthcoming 
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PROCEDURE 

1. Brainstorm with the class: What toys do boys like to play with?  What 

toys do girls like to play with?  

 

2. Tell students that they have toy catalogs at their table. If needed, briefly 

explain what a catalog is (you may wish to ask students for their answers 

first). [You may wish to relate catalogs (as a means of selling us things) to 

commercials, which they may be more familiar with.] 

 

3. Let students know that in their groups they are going to look through the 

catalogs and cut out toys that are sold to boys and toys that are sold to 

girls. Model cutting out the picture, being sure to include the context (i.e., 

the important parts of what is happening in the picture -- not just the toy): 

if kids in the catalog are playing with other kids, alone, how they're 

playing, etc.  

 

4. Let students know that as they cut out the pictures, they should bring them 

PREPARATION 

1. Label one poster “BOY” and one poster “GIRL” and hang them on the 

wall or other means of display. 

2. Place several catalogs (one per student) at tables or groups of desks, with 

scissors. 
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up and glue them on the poster where they belong ("BOYS" or "GIRLS"). 

 

5. When students have glued up several examples, bring students back to the 

circle and give them a few minutes to silently look at the posters. You 

may wish to have them pair up and talk about what they notice.  

 

6. Ask students some of the following questions based on what they find: 

(Note: You might notice that girls are sometimes in stereotypical boys' 

ads, but boys are rarely in stereotypical girls' ads.) 

 

• Who is being more active (running, jumping, moving) in the ads? 

(boys or girls?) 

• Who is being more quiet and calm in these ads? 

• Who is playing outside more? 

• Who is playing in the house/ kitchen more? 

• Who is taking care of babies/ cooking things/ shopping? 

• Who is fixing/ building things? 

• Who is wearing pink/ blue? 

• Who is playing with weapons? 

• Who is making art? 

 

7. Ask students: "Do you think these ads are true for every boy and every 

girl? Do all boys like to play football, build towers and play Star Wars?" 

 

8.  Ask (for example): "Is it fair that these ads show that only girls get to 

paint/ cook/ have dolls or stuffed animals?" 

  

9. Ask: "Is there anybody here that might like to do something that ads like 

these show is 'supposed to be' for girls?" (If there is no response, you as a 

teacher can say you like to do something traditionally considered for the 

opposite sex, or use an example from class, such as that the kindergarten 

boys love to play grocery and have stuffed animals; the girls like to play 

with blocks, play soccer, etc.).  

 

10. Ask students: "When you look at all of these ads, does it make you feel 

like you are allowed to do that/ supposed to that?" 

 

11. Invite the class to create its own toy catalog (or have each student make 

his/her own), with equal opportunity for boys and girls to play with all 

toys. Students can use pictures from the catalogs, or create their own. 

Media savvy classes can create video commercials that show both boys 

and girls playing with different toys.  

 

 


